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EDMONTON - The Alberta government plans to provide 350 units of temporary 
housing to Slave Lake residents who were badly affected by the wildfire. 

The housing is an interim solution for residents so they can live in the community 
until they organize permanent homes, Housing and Urban Affairs spokesman Dan 
Laville said Sunday. Most units should be available in September, with the rest 
coming throughout the fall. 

``Awesome,'' Darrell Belcourt, a resident of Slave Lake, said when he heard the 
news. 

Belcourt said he was lucky because his home wasn't destroyed, but this project 
will help many of his neighbours. 

The government issued a request for proposals from developers on June 28 for 
temporary housing in Slave Lake and received four proposals by the July 8 
deadline, but found they were all too expensive. 

``The government determined it can deliver interim housing for significantly less 
cost and within the same time frame,'' said Bart Johnson, a spokesman for Alberta 
Infrastructure. 

``Now we're in the process of developing a work plan to get people into interim 
housing as quickly as possible.'' 

Johnson said the government will likely buy pre-built mobile homes and transport 
them to Slave Lake. Residents will be able to rent the homes for a couple of years 
while they wait for permanent housing. 

Exact costs for the project have yet to be determined, and Johnson couldn't 
comment on costs cited by developers. 

Laville said he's not sure who will get the units first, but the government chose to 



build 350 units because that's the number of people who need housing right away. 

``The fire did affect so many people and their homes, and there simply isn't a lot of 
vacant space in the town right now, so this kind of plan is to help address that.'' 

The May wildfire destroyed much of the town, including the town hall and library. 

Johnson said residents in Slave Lake want to know when they will have a place to 
live until they can get 

their place rebuilt. 

``We're hoping to have those answers for them by the end of the week,'' he said. 
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