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EDMONTON - A new late-night bus route will take people from Whyte Avenue 
to Southgate Transit Centre on Friday and Saturday nights, starting Sept. 2. 

Taxis will be waiting to take people the rest of the way home. Riders can get off 
the bus at any point along the route from Whyte Avenue, even if there isn't a bus 
stop. The buses, which will run every 12 minutes, will also stop at the University 
of Alberta. The late-night route will start at 1:30 a.m., with the last bus departing 
Whyte Avenue at 3:18 a.m. Regular fares apply. 

The city's pilot project, which will run until Nov. 26 and then be evaluated, aims to 
make it easier for people to get home from the popular strip of bars and clubs. 
Currently, public transit stops around midnight and cabs are difficult to catch 
when bars close between 2 and 3 a.m. 

"This is something we should have done 10 years ago," said Shirley Lowe, 
executive director of the Old Strathcona Business Association. 

Angela Turner, program manager for Responsible Hospitality Edmonton, said the 
project is a solution to "an old problem. It was identified some time ago as an issue 
to get people out of the entertainment zones," she said. 

Jasper Avenue was initially identified as an area that needed transit service late at 
night, but the city decided to start the pilot on Whyte Avenue, where there is more 
information available about how patrons in the area currently get home. The idea 
is based on a similar system in Boulder, Col. 

Lowe said there has always been an issue with the 2 a.m. rush to catch a cab on 
Whyte, when the bars stop serving liquor and close at 3 a.m. 

"A lot of cabs won't even come out because it's usually only one or two rides and 
it's not worth it for them," she said. 

"Basically, people are stuck, they assume they can get home by cab and most of 
the time that's not the case, so they're forced into their cars or they're left on the 
street waiting for the next cycle of cabs." 

The project should solve that problem by taking people closer to where they live 
before the get into a cab, making it cheaper for people to get a ride home, she said. 
Cab drivers should be able to get more trips in, making it more worthwhile for 



them to drive at that time. 

The city aims to prevent drinking and driving with this pilot, said Turner. 

The project will hopefully curb vandalism on Whyte Avenue that can happen 
while people wait for cabs, Lowe said. 

"People won't get hit by a car while they're running after a cab down the middle of 
the road. No more fights in the pizza lines." 

Murray Tenove, president of Malmo Community league near Southgate, likes the 
idea, as long as some important details aren't forgotten. 

He wants police to patrol the transit centre. 

Paul Fairbridge, general manager of Southgate Centre, said the "concerns that a lot 
of the retailers have over on Whyte Ave., ... vandalism, people urinating on the 
sidewalks, I share those concerns for Southgate." 

Fairbridge said the city didn't consult him about the project, which is 
disappointing. 

"They're trying to get the drinkers and hooligans off the street over on Whyte 
Ave., that's all fine and dandy, but I fail to see the point of transporting them to the 
Southgate Transit Centre," he said. 

The city will have security officers at the transit centre. 
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