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Learning on the Capital Ex midway; Children of 
travelling fairground 

staff keep up with studies on the road 
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From the outside, Conklin International Academy looks like just another trailer. 

In the fenced-off area at Edmonton Northlands, hidden behind the rides, the mini 
doughnut stands and the carnival games, it stands at the end of a row of large grey 
trailers. 

But open the door and the trailer is revealed as a mini-classroom. The walls are 
covered with colourful posters, the shelves stuffed with books and a handful of 
children sit at a large desk in the middle of the room, scribbling answers on a 
grammar worksheet and working out algebra problems. 

"Ms. Brewer, you have to grade my test," one of them shouted. 

The school travels with the midway company as it moves from city to city in 
Canada and the U.S. The dozen students, whose parents work as game owners and 
operators, ride technicians and administrators, range from grades one to 12. 

"I'm learning a lot. I like grammar. And math. I'm over half-done with math," said 
fifth-grader Cody Eno, 11. He's the only fifth grader in the school right now. His 
dad does electrical work for the fair. His mom works in the personnel office. 

"It's fun. Awesome. Great," he said of the school. 

"Sometimes it gets windy," he said, as a storm blew into the grounds and the wind 
rattled the trailer door. 

Most students attend the school full-time from April to October, then do home-
schooling by correspondence from November to March. 

Teacher Linda Brewer invented the schooling concept. She has taught and run this 
school since 1994, after completing degrees in education and theoretical 
mathematics. 



When she was a teenager, she spent summers on the road with fairs. After she 
finished her education, some of her friends working at the fairs with kids told her 
they were worried about education for their families. 

"They didn't want to leave their husbands to put their children in school in the 
fall," she said. 

They asked her to organize an educational program. At one point, there were 
seven schools like this, but now there are two. 

"It's very hard to keep it going." 

Brewer said there are bonuses and challenges to this type of schooling. "Many of 
the teachers I know at home complain that they never get anything done. But we 
get loads done, I know the kids, I know their families, we're more linked. The kids 
do remarkably well. 

"But I also have to tear down the school every few weeks, and there's no janitor, 
so I'm in here vacuuming every night." 

Carlie King, 16, is in Grade 11. She likes the school because of the individual 
attention she gets. 

"And in history class, we get to visit the places we learn about," she said. 

Lisa Shuper, 28, has an eight-year-old daughter in the school and works in the 
Crazy Mouse photo booth. 

"We get to keep the family together. It's nice to have lunch with my daughter 
every day," she said. 

"And we love our teacher. We hope she knows that we're thankful for her." 
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